
Russian Verbs

This lesson on Russian Verbs is one of the most important in order to rapidly 
improve the quality of your Russian skills. In any language, verbs play a crucial 
role in getting your message across to the other person. They add action to your 
sentences. 

The Basics 

In the Russian language, verbs consist of two aspects (Imperfective and 
Perfective), two Conjugations (first-conjugation and second-conjugation), and 
three tenses (past, present and future tense). 

Let's take a look at each of these areas and how they affect the use of verbs in 
the Russian language. 

Lesson Overview
1. Verbal Aspect - What are Imperfective and Perfective Verbs, and when should 
you use them? 

2. Conjugation (Changing Verb endings) - How and when to change them to 
correctly convey who is doing what to whom. 

3. Past, Present and Future Tense - How to form the correct Russian verbs in 
each of these circumstances. 

4. The Verb "To Be" 

5. The Imperative - How to form correct verbs for giving instructions, such as "Sit 
down!", "Repeat, please", and "Call me then". 

6. Most Important Verbs - List of the most important verbs for you to remember. 

7. Verbs of Motion 

Verbal Aspect 

Verbal Aspect clarifies whether the action described by the verb is ongoing, or if it 
was completed - that is, whether the action is/was/will be happening, or whether 
it is/was/will be happening to completion. 

Russian is actually simpler than English in this regard. There are only two aspects 
to Russian Verbs - Imperfective and Perfective. Imperfective Verbs are those 
that describe actions that are ongoing or repetitive... Perfective Verbs are those 
that are done to completion. 
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Russian Verbs

Use the lists of Imperfective and Perfective Verbs provided here as a great study 
guide you can refer to whenever you need. 

(a) List of Russian Imperfective Verbs 

(b) List of Russian Perfective Verbs 

[Back to Top] 

Conjugation 

Conjugation refers to the change of verb-ending in order to indicate who/what is 
performing the action, and also the tense (past, present or future). 

Luckily for us, there are two main "patterns" of conjugation. Most verbs use one 
of these 2 patterns, so once you know the pattern, you can apply it to all verbs 
that use that conjugation pattern. The two main conjugation patterns are simply 
referred to as First-conjugation and Second-conjugation verbs. 

The following tables indicate the correct ending you should use in each particular 
instance. Notice that the ending is different depending on who is performing the 
action. To form the correct verbs, simply remove the ending from the regular 
form (known as the Infinitive) and replace with the appropriate ending. Follow the 
examples given to see how this is done. (In the verb lists you will see the 
numbers 1 and 2 to indicate which verbs follow these patterns. All other verbs 
have slightly different patterns that you will need to learn as you go.) 
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Russian Verbs
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Russian Verbs

Verb Tense - Past, Present and Future 

Verbs also change endings depending on the tense. Let's take a look at each 
tense, one at a time, and see how to use verbs correctly in each situation. Pay 
particular attention to the terms Compound Future and Simple Future tense, as 
you will hear these terms often. 

The Verb "To Be" 

The Verb "To Be" is used in the Compound Future tense, as you will have seen in 
the above example. Please note that this verb also needs to be conjugated 
according to who is doing the action. See the following table for the conjugation 
pattern that you need to use for this verb. 
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Russian Verbs

The Imperative 

The Imperative refers to a verb which is instructional, or in other words it is an 
order or instruction for someone to follow. "Sit down!", "Stop!", and "Listen!" are 
common examples of Imperative verbs. 

In Russian, it is very easy to form the Imperative. You do not need to worry 
about tense, as there is no notion of time associated with an instruction. To form 
the Imperative, simply remove the ending from the regular (Infinitive) form, and 
use the appropriate ending as indicated in the following table. The only distinction 
you need to make is whether to use the formal or informal version, depending on 
how well you know the person you are speaking with. Always use the formal 
version if you are speaking to more than one person, or if you are addressing 
someone who is older than you, or that you do not have a close personal 
relationship with. 
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Russian Verbs

Most Important Russian Verbs 

We have compiled a list of the most important verbs - Click here for the Top 100 
Verbs. Use this as your study-guide while you gradually increase your vocabulary. 
And don't forget to see the comprehensive lists of Imperfective and Perfective 
verbs including phonetics: 

List of Russian Imperfective Verbs             List of Russian Perfective Verbs 

Verbs of Motion 

Most of us have heard the expression "Every rule has an exception". And, as any 
language-lover will know... Russian does too! Verbs of motion are treated slightly 
differently than other verbs, and deserve a discussion of their own. Click here to 
continue this lesson on   Russian Verbs of Motion  . 
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