Russian Verbs of Motion

Russian Verbs of Motion are slightly different to other verbs. As you have seen in
our overview of Russian verbs, each verb comes in a pair. A pair that consists of
an Imperfective and a Perfective verb, depending on the specific action taking
place.

Verbs of motion also have Imperfective and Perfective aspect, as motion can be
done to completion, or it can be ongoing. The difference with these verbs is that
they come in pairs based on whether the motion is direct (ie. from here to there
once) or indirect (eg. going for a walk/run or riding the bus to work every day.)

So, let's make this a little clearer. Verbs of motion come in an Imperfective Pair
(one direct, and one indirect.) By adding a prefix to these verbs, you will create a
new pair. By adding a prefix to the direct verb, you will create a Perfective verb,
and by adding the same prefix to the indirect verb, you will create an
Imperfective verb. Thus, the addition of a prefix will create a new verb pair (one
Imperfective and one Perfective). The key to learning these verbs is this:

1. Memorise the Imperfective pairs

2. Memorise the prefixes

3. Apply the prefixes to create new verbs that come in Imperfective-Perfective
Pairs.

In the following tables you will find a list of the most important verbs of motion,
as well as the common prefixes and examples of the verbs they create.
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Russian Verbs of Motion

Imperfective Pairs
Direction of Mation
How Often?

To Go (by foot)

To Go (by vehicle)

To Run

To Swim J Sail

To Fly

To Climb

To Roll (Ride)

To Crawl

To Carry / Take (by hand)
To Carry [ Take (by vehicle)
To Lead [ Drive

To Drag / Carry on Back

Prefixes
Mo

B
Bbi

Mpn
¥
no
Mo
orT

Mpo
Nepe
3a

06

Indirect
(Multidirectional)
Regular / Routine

XoouTh
E3guTh
berath
MNnaeatb
NeTatb
NazuTb
Katatb (ca)
Monzate
HocHTh
BO3uTh
BoauTh
TacKath

Meaning

To begin

The moment of entry
The moment of exit

To arrive
To leave

Direct
{"Here"to "There")
Once / Non-routine

HaTk
Exatb
beMarh
MNnbiTh
NeTeTh
NezTte
Katurb (ca)
Monzth
Hectn
Be3zTn
Becrn
TawmuTL

The moment of arrival / To arrive at
To approach {within view)
To depart (within view)

To pass by

To pass through / To cross

To go to "x" on your way (eqg. Stop in at
the shop on your way home from work.)

To go around
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Russian Verbs of Motion

Examples
Direction of Mation
How Often?

To Begin To Go (by foot)
To Begin To Go (by foot)
To Begin to Swim

To Enter (by foot)
To Enter (by vehicle)

To Exit (by foot)
To Exit (by vehicle)

To Arrive (by foot)
To Arrive (by vehicle)
To Arrive (by airplane)

To Leave (by foot)
To Leave (by vehicle)
To Leave (by airplane)

Moment of arrival (by foot)
Moment of arrival (by vehicle)

To Approach (by foot)
To Approach (by vehicle)

To Depart (by foot)
To Depart (by vehicle)

To Pass by (by foot)
To Pass by (by vehicle)

To Go Through / Cross (foot)
To Go Through [ Cross (vehicle)

To Go to "x" on way (by foot)

To Go to "x" on way (vehicle)

To Go Around (by foot)

To Go Around (by vehicle)

Indirect
(Multidirectional)
Regular / Routine

{Imperfective)

ExoguTh
EbezmaTtb

BbixoauTh
Bble3Marbh

MNpuxoauThH
Mpuezxwartb
MNpunetartb

YX0OOHTD
Yesmarh
¥Ynerartb

JoX0OuTh
Hoe3maTh

MogxoauTe
Mogessarb

OTX0OUTh
OTessMarTb

MpoxoauTh
Mpoezmxartb

MNepexogHTh
MNepeezwaTb

3axXoOuTh
Jae3maTh

ObxoauTh
ObezmaTo

Direct

{"Here"to "There")
Once / Non-routine
{Perfective)

Mo
MNoexath
MonnbiTh

Bo#Tn
EbexaTh

BoiitTH
BblexaTh

MpuitTh
MNpuexaTh
MNpuneterb

YHTH
Yexatbh
¥nereto

Doitmn
OoexaTh

Mopoima
MNogexatb

OTOHTH
OTexartb

Mpoiitu
MNpoexatb

NMepeiimn
MNepeexaTb

3aiTH
Jaexartb

0Obo#lTH
DbexaTk
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