Russian Pronunciation

Pronunciation Guide - Vowels

Vowel Sound when Stressed  Sound when Unstressed
(Example) (Example)
A afah (long) a (short)
Cobaka (sa-8A-ka) Dagate (da-VAT')
E ye i (short)
Ctey (a-T YETS) UseTu (tsvi-TEE)
E YO n/a - always stressed
TémHbia (T YO M-niy)
% ee i (short)
Cnacubo (spa-5£E£-ba) MNpasuneHei (PRA-v if-mj)
] 0 a (short)
OH {(on) OHa ((a-N4)
Y oo (long) oo (short)
My2k (m oo zh) Pybaweka (roo -BASH-ka)
bl iy (long) iy (short)
Puba (RIY-ba) 3aKpeIBaTh (Za-kr iy -VAT')
3 eh eh
3toT (EH -tat) IneraHTHeIl (" eh -FGANT “niy)
O yoo (long) voo (short)
OHocTe ( YOO -nast’) iOpuct (yoo -REEST)
A va i (short) / yi (short)
lNopauwi (ga-R YA-chy)  Decate (DYE-sit])/
Azblk (yi-ZTYK)
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Pronunciation Guide - Consonants

There are 20 consonants broken up into 3 easy groups:

5 Hissing sounds
HoWUY W These are al "hissing" noises.

9 Resonant sounds
NPBEBIrAMHS3 These consonants vibrate the vocal

chords.
6 Voiceless
XODKToC These do not vibrate the vocal chords.
Hard or Soft

1. Consonants can be pronounced "hard" or "soft" with the addition
of the hard sign b or soft sign b
2. The hissing sounds are never affected by hard or soft signs:
Ablvays Hard WUy
Ablways Soft 4w

Voiced or Voiceless

Some of the consonants are subject to special rules that change
whether they are voiced or voiceless in certain circumstances.

For this purpose, the consonants can be described in another way:

4 Always Voiced NMHP

4 Always Voiceless Xy
6 | Voiced BB I 1 X 3
pair | Voiceless no KT W C

1. At the end of a word - a voiced consonant is pronounced as
its voiceless counterpart.  Eg. Oben (a-BYET)

2. Before a voiceless consonant - a voiced consonant is
pronounced as its voiceless counterpart. Eq. 3aeTpa (ZAF-tra)

3. Before a voiced consonant - a voiceless consonant is
pronounced as its voiced counterpart. Eg. @ytbon (FUD-bal)

4. Rules 3 and 4 also apply for the last letter of a preposition,
which is pronounced as one word together with the word that
follows it. Eg. B koTopom yacy? (fka-TO-ram cha-S007)
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Pronunciation Guide - Special Rules and Common Exceptions

Tc/
ThC

au

CcH

A common exception, the letter I is often pronounced as the
letter B, (or english "v" sound).
Eg. cerogna (se-VOD-nya), ero (ye-VO)

When these 2 letters appear together, pronounce as u,.
Eg. Hanenatbea (na-DYE-yat'-sa)

When these 2 letters appear together, pronounce as uy,.
Eg. AeaguaTte (DVA-tsat))

When these 2 letters appear together, pronounce as w.
Eg. Cu&t (shchot)

Usualy pronounced as "sya" but sometimes "sa".
Eg. HapeaTtbea (na-DYE-yat'-sa)

After ¢, the letter T is often (but not always) sient.
Eg. MpycTHBI (GROOS-niy)

The Final Letter - I - "Half-vowel"... "Half-consonant”!

The letter M is sometimes referred to as a vowel, but in fact it is not.
It sits on the fence... somewhere between a vowel and a consonant.

It's main "vowellike" function is in the formation of diphthongs, which
are combinations of 2 vowels thEit gide together, and have the
appearance of one sound. Eg. MorypT - io-rypT (yoghurt)
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